Linguistic Diversity in Society
and Education: A Comparative
View

Abstract

Multilingualism is the normal condition of human language:
human societies, in the past as well as in the present, are
linguistically diverse. This diversity is a valuable resource,
but it can also pose challenges, in particular in Western
societies that are often characterised by a strong
monolingual and -ethnic habitus as an historic heritage of
European nation-state building. In this talk, | discuss
Germany as an example of such a country and compare it
with Singapore, a country with a strong multilingual
orientation. | analyse problems of monoglossic as well as
market-oriented language ideologies and the challenges
they can pose for education. Against this background, |
present first findings from two ongoing projects, in
Singapore (with Sun He, NIE) and in Berlin (in cooperation
with the Berlin Senate for Education), and discuss how we
can help schools to be a place where children feel
empowered and supported in their multilingual
competences.
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